HOMESCHOOL INFORMATION RESOURCE SHEET

2005-2006

The following is for information purposes only.  Listing of groups and websites does not constitute an endorsement of any product or service listed.  Homeschoolers on the Ridge is not responsible for the content or purpose of other groups or organizations.  

HOMESCHOOLERS ON THE RIDGE

Home Schoolers on the Ridge is a cooperative association.  Our purpose is to provide moral support and encouragement to home schooling parents, share information and exchange ideas, and to encourage social and educational opportunities in the form of field trips and special activities.  Parents’ Night Out meetings are held at Cypress Ridge Presbyterian Church, Winter Haven.  Meetings start at 6:00 p.m.  Dates listed below are subject to change.  Please check with a member of our Information Team to verify the date and details of support group meetings. 

August 23                February 21

October 18                       May 2

In addition to Parents’ Night Out Meetings, there are monthly Moms’ Meetings at various locations.  Members of the Information Team can give you information on specific meetings, locations, and times.  

INFORMATION TEAM

Sandy Cofer 635-2438





Tricia Smith 676-2144



Robin McClendon 679-2843

Jan Conner 676-7292



Stacey Michaels 242-1561

IF YOU ARE INTNERESTED IN JOINING HOME SCHOOLERS ON THE RIDGE SUPPORT GROUP YOU MAY PICK UP AN APPLICATION FORM AT ANY OF THE PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT MEETINGS OR CONTACT DONNA WILLIAMS (863) 324-7500

OTHER SUPPORT GROUPS

LIGHTHOUSE HOME SCHOOLERS: 

Non-denominational all ages, field trips every Thursday.  Teachers meet the last Thursday of each month.  Parent participation a must.  Lighthouse prefers contact through 

their website at www.lighthousehomeschoolers.org Grade K-5 contact 863-967-5078

LIGHTHOUSE PLUS: 

An extension of Lighthouse for students who are age 10 and above. Lighthouse Plus also prefers contact through the website listed above.    
Jacqueline Whitehead 863-665-8331

LAKELAND REGIONAL SECULAR HOME SCHOOLERS: 

Support for those who are homeschooling for non-religious reasons.   Laura Wampfler 813-759-8934, rian90@tampabay.rr.com


HOPE HOMESCHOOLERS: 

A Christian support group in Lakeland with many activities.  Alexa Hamm –  HopeHomeschoolers@juno.com  

H.I.P (HOMESCHOOLERS IN POLK:  

We meet the needs of homeschool families through monthly meetings, field trips, and family get togethers.  Marilyn VanRiper 863-648-4522 patchesoflife4@tampabay.rr.com

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
POLK COUNTY 4-H 

Nicole Walker, Agent – Polk County Cooperative Extension Services 519-8677 ext 110 – nwalker@mail.ifas.ufl.edu
CAMPFIRE USA

Rhonda Williams – 688-5491 – Wacky Wednesday Homeschool Science Club – meets monthly.  Participants in Wacky Wednesday are also eligible for other activities as well.  campfirelakeland@earthlink.net


CAMBRIDGE STUDY CENTER  
 686-4862- High school and Adult level classes – 541 South Florida Avenue, Lakeland www.cambridgestudycenter.org 

GENEVA CLASSIC ACADEMY 

 644-1408 – Offering part-time classes for homeschoolers in Latin, Drama, and Physical Education

UMBRELLA (600) SCHOOLS

FAMILIES OF FAITH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

 686-7755  - 1248 George Jenkins Blvd – Building A, Lakeland 33815 – Will be opening a campus in Winter Haven August 2nd – Call Lakeland # for information.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH ACADEMY  

 683-6781 – 1945 North Florida Avenue – Lakeland 33805

CIRCLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

 407-740-8877, Orlando www.circlechristianschool.org
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY – 407-332-2988 – Orlando www.acces-inc.com/cca/index



 NORTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL SCHOOLS

 1-800-869-2051 – 25 Adams Avenue, Lewiston, ME 04240 www.narhs.org


CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

 850-423-1291 P.O. Box 295 – Crestview, FL  32536   (associated with Florida High School on Line)  www.crossroadschristianschool.com 

HERRITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

 683-8900 – 2025 Bartow Rd. – Lakeland, FL  33801    www.heritagelakeland.com 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

LIFETIME BOOKS AND GIFTS  

LOCAL SUPPLIER OF CURRICULUM and LIVING BOOKS)

231 West Starr Avenue, Lake Wales (Near Chalet Suzanne) 676-6311     

www.lifetimebooksandgifts.com
LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN STORE 

(LOCAL SUPPLIER OF CURRICULUM, SPECIALIZING IN PACES) 

501 Cypress Garden Blvd, Winter Haven  294-1553 or 293-7669

TEACHERS EXCHANGE 

New and used curriculum

1065 S. Florida Avenue – Lakeland – 682-6627

FLORIDA OFFICE SUPPLY, INC.  

251 Avenue A, SW   Winter Haven  299-3522

SCHOOLHOUSE 

 2438 A-Z Park Road, Lakeland   665-5707

FAMILY CHRISTIAN STORES  

3700 US Highway 98 N, Lakeland   815-8751

NOTE:  Some business give discounts to home schoolers with identification such as HSOTR or FPEA membership cards.  Check with many of the local book venders such as Barnes and Noble, Books a Million, etc.

SUGGESTED MAGAZINES FOR HOMESCHOOLING
PRACTICAL HOMESCHOOLING 

 (6 issues)  Mary Pride’s magazine for living and learning at home.  P.O. Box 1190, Fenton, MO  63026-1190 1-800-346-6322 www.home-school.com
HOMESCHOOLING TODAY  

(6 issues)  Practical help for Christian families.  P.O. Box 436 Barker, TX  7713 866-804-4HST – www.homeschooltoday.com
THE OLD SCHOOLHOUSE 
(4 issues) P. O. Box 185, Cool, CA 95644 – 530-823-0447 – www.theoldschoolhouse.com
HOME EDUCUCATION MAGAZINE 

(6 ISSUES) More of an Unschooling or eclectic flavor.  P.O. Box 1083, Tonasket, WA 98855-1083 – www.home-ed-magazine.com 

POLK COUNTY RESOURCES

LEARNING AT HOME 

Series of workshops designed to equip and encourage families who desire to educate their children at home.  Private consultations available.  Contact Barb Mesh 676-7577  

email: queen.of.everything@juno.com    

web site www.learningathome.org 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES  

Be sure not to overlook these!  The Auburndale and Lake Wales Public Libraries are especially well equipped as resources for home schooling families. 

FREE USED TEXTBOOKS 

(sometimes new)  Available every Thursday from 8:00 am until 3:15 pm at the Polk County School Board Surplus Warehouse, 955 Highway 60 E, Bartow.  Contact John DuPress at 534-0903

USED SCHOOL EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE 

(at minimal cost) Available every first working Monday of the month from 4:00 pm until 6:00 pm at the Polk County School Board Surplus Warehouse.  (Next to textbook warehouse space)  Direct questions to Anne Johnson at 534-0901

OTHER RESOURCES

HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENSE ASSOCIATION  

P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, VA  20134

540-338-5600
Fax 540-338-2733
www.hslda.org
FLORIDA PARENT EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION (FPEA) 

Phone toll free 877-ASK-FPEA

7682 Municipal Drive, Orlando, FL 32819
email – office@fpea.com  www.fpea.com
District Representative – Bob Paulie email: pinchhitting300@netscape.net
HOME EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

Brenda Dickinson, P.O. Box 12563, Tallahassee, FL   32317-2563

email – hefquestions@flhef.org  www.flhef.org 

PUBLIC/HOME SCHOOL LIAISON  

Tanya Mosley in the office of Linda Troupe   534-0960

This would be the office you would call to register your homeschool in Polk Country. 

POLK VIRTUAL SCHOOL 

For further information contact Haines City’s Daniel Jenkins Academy of Technology – Sue Braiman at 863-421-3267.  Email sue.braiman@polk-fl.net or on the Web at http://www.polk-fl.net/PVS 

FLORIDA VIRTUAL SCHOOL  www.flvs.net
DUAL ENROLLMENT 

 Polk Community College – Winter Haven Campus 297-1010 ext 5201

PAGE  
1
4/12/2006

