

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


Welcome to the cooperative association of Home Schoolers On The Ridge. We are a group of families who began meeting in 1986. We are a Christian‑based but not Christian‑exclusive organization. Our membership is open to any home schooling family, regardless of race, creed, religion, or national origin. Our purpose is:

· ADVANCE \d 3 To provide moral support and encouragement to home schooling parents;

· To share information and exchange ideas;

· To encourage social and educational opportunities in the form of field trips and special activities;

· To keep informed of and encourage individual participation in political issues affecting the rights of home schoolers;

· To encourage a pioneer spirit within each other.
GROUP LEADERSHIP:

ADVANCE \d 3 
Home Schoolers on the Ridge is guided by a board of advisors. The original board was made up of the group's founders. New board members are appointed by the existing board when needed.

ADVANCE \d 3 


The daily management of the cooperative association is run by the wives, who meet once each month. Policy-making is accomplished by the board, under the protection and covering of their husbands. To help the board better serve the needs and desires of this group, an annual survey is distributed to all members in the spring. New ideas for the coming year may be suggested at this time. A master schedule of activities for the year is set in part from this survey.ADVANCE \d 3 
The responsibilities for running the group are shared among all members. Jobs have been broken down into small manageable tasks, so that no one person or 
group of individuals will be over‑burdened. Each member is expected to invest some of his/her time and 

talent back into the cooperative association. Everyone must give something even though not everyone will be 

expected to give equally. By signing the membership 

application, you agree to perform no less than one service for the group.  

Each spring, we issue a Spring Survey on which you may indicate the activities for which you wish to volunteer your time. If you are a returning member, you will be asked to list on the application the job or service you performed. If you are unable to list a contribution, your application will be reviewed by the board. For those who join after positions have been filled, this application form lists various suggestions for your service to the group

ADVANCE \d 3 
Some suggestions for your contribution to the cooperative association are as follows:

· ADVANCE \d 3 Lead or assist a P.E. session

· Plan or assist a field trip for your small group or large group

· Help with setup or clean-up for Parents’ Night Out

· Put community events information in newsletter

· Secure an ad for the yearbook

· Organize a park day

· Organize a workshop

· Speak at Parents’ Night Out or arrange for a resource person to speak

· Plan or assist an educational event or social event (Report Night, Theme party, etc.)

· Type occasional information for the group

· Submit field trip summary to the newsletter

· Host a small group meeting in your home

· Provide childcare for little ones while older ones attend field trips or Offer to take older ones to the field trip so the mom can stay home with her little ones.

FEES

ADVANCE \d 3 
Membership fees are subject to change from year to year. Please see the membership form for the current fee.

BENEFITS /SERVICES:

ADVANCE \d 3 You receive the following benefits and services as a member of Home Schoolers on the Ridge:

· ADVANCE \d 3 Membership in Florida Parent Educators’ Association (FPEA) - our state home school association  ($18.00)

· Subscription to the FPEA Almanac‑‑our state newsletter

· Ridge Home School Newsletter‑‑10 months

· Membership Card

· Parents' Night Out with speakers

· Small Group Home Meetings

· Ridge Handbook and Directory

· Telephone Tree

· Lending Library

· Book‑It Information

· Evaluation & Testing Information

· Christmas Tea

· Information Team 

· Networking opportunities with other home school families via e-mail

MONTHLY MEETINGS
ADVANCE \d 3 
Home Schoolers on the Ridge host Parents’ Night Out and small group meetings. Children are not permitted at any of the meetings; however, nursing babies are welcome. Those who bring nursing babies need to take their baby to another area if you are unable to quiet him or her after a brief time. Your cooperation in this matter is needed and appreciated.

RIDGE HANDBOOK

ADVANCE \d 3 
Your Ridge Handbook is packed with valuable information, including: directions to meeting places; a list of over 150 books, tapes, and videos available through our lending libraries; Polk County resources; the Florida Home Education Law; information about the Presidential Physical Fitness Challenge; “Guidelines for a Successful Event,” “ Field Trip Resource Guide;” and much more! We encourage you to obtain your handbook, read it and refer to it when needed.  You will find more details about this on the membership application.

FIELD TRIPS/SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
ADVANCE \d 3 
Field trips, classes and clubs, social gatherings, work​shops and other special events are organized and planned by you. A resource entitled “Guidelines for Success” (found in your Ridge Handbook) has been developed by our group to aid you in organizing and coordinating events with others. These activities can be open to the entire support group, limited in number if desired, arranged geographically, or organized within small groups. You are encouraged to use the newsletter to advertise the event you are planning. The Board of Advisors is not responsible to manage these activities, but will be available on a limited basis to answer questions concerning problems that may arise.

GUEST POLICY
ADVANCE \d 3 
To avoid confusion and hurt feelings please remember the following support group policy. With the exception of Parents' Night Out, all activities are reserved for the members of Home Schoolers on the Ridge. Please do not extend an invitation to other home schooling families who have not joined the support group. Guests will be encouraged to attend Parents’ Night Out, contact an Information Team member for help, use the library for needed information which has been provided by Home Schoolers on the Ridge, and to join our organization for sustained support and encouragement. Former members who have moved out of the county are allowed to visit HSOTR events, which do not require pre‑payment or pre‑registration. 

ADVANCE \d 3 
On the surface, this policy appears rigid, but it serves us well for the following reasons. With a group as large as ours, often there will be limits to the number of persons permitted to attend an activity. Members of the support group need to be able to reserve a place for their families. Secondly, when one joins a group, a commitment is made to support the stated efforts and goals of the group. Those not joining the support group do not make the same commitment and most likely are not even aware of the purposes of the group. This becomes significant in areas such as field trip manners and behavior. Thank you for your cooperation. (Note: Grandparents and special adult others are an exception to this rule.)

	


HOME EDUCATION FOUNDATION

ADVANCE \d 7 

The Home Education Foundation (HEF) is a corporation established to raise support and to direct lobbying for home education legislation. Its goal is to safeguard the existing legislation and evaluate the need for future legislation. The HEF exists to promote and unify action among home schoolers; to provide a presence and to voice the position of home educators in the Florida Legislature and the Department of Education; to evaluate and monitor issues which may affect home educators; to initiate, draft, and find sponsors for legislation to protect our rights and expand our privileges; to plan, direct, and coordinate lobbying efforts; to educate the Florida legislature about home education; and to enhance communication about home education issues and laws.
“BAKELESS BAKE SALE” BENEFITS LENDING LIBRARY

ADVANCE \d 3 

Home Schoolers on the Ridge maintains an extensive library of materials relating to home education at our local public libraries. Our goal is to provide materials to encourage those in our group and those in the community. The materials are meant to be general helps, not a specific curriculum. As new books, cassette tapes, and videos are brought to our attention, we shall use funds to purchase good material and replace lost or damaged articles as the need arises.



A large fund raising effort is not necessary, because twice each year we remind members of our voluntary donation opportunity during the registration. For those who wish to participate, you may include your Bakeless Bake Sale "profit" with your registration fee.

ADVANCE \d 3 A bit of news we have today,

A BAKELESS BAKE SALE is on its way.

In these busy rushing days, who wants to bake

Pies, cookies, or even cakes?

ADVANCE \d 3 You'd be surprised if you counted the COST,

Of materials, heat, and the time you lost.

Baking for sales is extra work,

Though NOBODY really wants to shirk.

ADVANCE \d 7 So we've thought of a plan that's really GRAND,

And we feel quite sure you'll understand.

In a little envelope, please put the price,

Of a pie or cake or something nice.

ADVANCE \d 3 Without fuss or bother you've had a part.

We hope you'll give with a WILLING HEART.

So this is the end of our little tale,

Wishing SUCCESS for our  BAKELESS BAKE SALE!!!!
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